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L
ast year while we were developing our
strategies to counter the Jews for Jesus
missionary blitz that hit Toronto in the

summer of 2003, Jews for Judaism made a
commitment to involve the youth of our
community in our activities. 

We knew that the missionaries were
embarking on a massive campaign to take
Jews away from their ancestral faith. As
well, we understood the importance of
reinforcing the meaning and magnificence
of Judaism among our elementary and high
school students.

By organizing a creative writing and art
contest with the “I Love Judaism” theme,
we encouraged Jewish students to explore
their positive connections to Judaism. The
Jews for Judaism centre received entries
from over 160 students attending a variety
of schools throughout Toronto.

The winning entry in the secondary
school division was Sarina Nemirov, 14,
who attends Ulpana Orot. Sarina received a
$180 gift certificate to Israel’s Judaica
Centre for her poignant poem.

The winning entry in the elementary
school division was Lauren Gorfinkel, 8,
who attends the Bathurst Campus of the
United Synagogue Day School. Lauren
received a $180 gift certificate to Israel’s
Judaica Centre for her beautifully illustrated
poem. Congratulations Sarina and Laura!

I LOVE JUDAISM
by Sarina Nemirov, Age 14

Love is quite a strong word indeed;
It expresses such a deep emotion. 

We use the word only to exclusive friends
And family to whom we have utmost devotion.
However, another thing that I’d describe
As something I expressly love -
My religion, my life, my beliefs and 

my soul -
Judaism comes out above.

What I live at home with, what I’ve 
always known,

What’s constantly next to my heart,
What I put all my trust in, day in and 

day out,
What I grew up with right from the 

start.
It’s caring, enduring, and standing up 

tall –
We definitely should be proud
Of belonging to a faith that’s still

living strong,
Even though it’s often put down.

It’s harmonizing not proselytizing –
We respect other people just for who 

they are.
It’s staying united in all circumstances, 
Or else we certainly would not get far.
And being reminded that our G-d 

in the sky

Keeps His eye on us all of the time
By a present He gave us many years ago:
The Torah’s connected us from Har Sinai.

So even though “love” is a word to convey
A feeling so special and unique,
And we usually think twice before

first deciding
That the phrase “I love you” we do wish

to speak,
I’m honestly sure that as much as I know
That a terrible thing is terrorism,
I’ll truthfully say, even if no one asks, 
That I really love Judaism !

I LOVE JUDAISM 
by Laura Gorfinkel, Age 8

I always think Judaism
Is full of wonderful things.
It’s like an angel picked me up,
And gave me wings.
I’d fly over Hanukka and Passover
And in this place with the Wailing Wall
Nothing seemed to be a blur.
Then I’d fly over a shul
Oh, what a delight!
And on the shul there was a flag
The colours blue and white
Flying back took a while
But as I flew home
On my face there was
A beautiful smile. ■

CONGRATULATIONS
“I LOVE JUDAISM” CONTEST WINNERS!

Rabbi Michael Skobac (L) and Julius Ciss present the first prize in the
“I Love Judaism” contest secondary school category to Sarina Nemerov.

Rabbi Michael Skobac presents the first prize in the “I Love Judaism”
contest primary school category to Lauren Gorfinkel.


